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Joshimath’s Community-Driven
Waste Management Success

Joshimath, Uttarakhand is a gateway to numerous Himalayan treks and sacred pdgrim sites like
Badrinath and Hemkund Satub, Vith 3 poputation of around 16,709 that swells to nearty half 2
mAUoN during the plgrmage season, the town faced Sgnificant enveonmental chatlenges.
particularly in managing plastic waste, Recogresing the urgency. Nagar Palka Parishad
Joshimath, with the support of the Uocal communsty, in 2010, implemented an iNnovative
Material Recovery Faciity (MRF), ranslorming the Lown's wasie into aresource

The MRF collects, 5egregates, and compacts solid waste, a task macde even more challengmng by
tho town's rugged torrain. With a dedicated team of sanitation workers. the project has
empowiered the local community by offering stable employment and generating income from
the sale of recyclable materials. Initially starting with seven sanitation workers earning Rs 250
per day. the team has since expanded, with each worker now ea0ning Rs 550 per day reflecung
the success of the initiative.

Regular plastic waste collection and processing have fostered envircnmental consuousness
among residents, drastically reducing Ltter. The revenue generated from seling recyclable
materials has not only provided livelhoods for marginalsed workers but also bolstered the
municipality’s funds.

Since December 2022, over 1.3 million lograms of inorganic waste have been compacted and
sold, generating more than 1 crore in income. The compactor machine, Gfted by the Tourism
Department, has played a vitat rote, processing up to 150 kograms per bundle of pLasic waste,
helping maintain Joshimath's pristine environment and reducing litter. Thes inziative has earned
the town prestigious awards, including the Chief Minister Niemnal Nagar Excellent Puraskar
Quring 2010-2011and 2016-2017. Tecay. Joshimath has become a mocet for waste-free towns.



